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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) An image forming device comprising: 

a recording section for recording aa -a predetermined image on a rewritable 
image recording medium; 

a control section for controlling the recording section se-tha tto record a test 
image for t e sting the imag e r e cording m e dium is r e cord e d on the image recording medium; 

a detection section for detecting an image characteristic value of the test image 
recorded on the image recording medium; and 

a determination section for dotonm n ffl^hat determines whether the image 
characteristic value detected by t he detection s e ction's d e tection r e sul t section is within an 
allowable range or not. 

2. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the 
control section controls the recording section so that before a prodotorminod the 
predetermined image to b e r e cord e d on th e imag e r e cording m e dium is recorded on the image 
recording medium, the test image is recorded on the image recording medium, and when the 
image characteristic value detected bv the d etection resirit -section is outside the allowable 
range, image recording conditions for recording the predetermined image on the image 
recording medium are set based on the detection r e sul t detected image characteristic value . 

3. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 2, wherein the 
control section discharges controls the image forming device to discharge t he image recording 
medium to a discharging tray for defective media, when the d e tection result in image 
characteristic value detected bv the detection section is outside the allowable range even after 
the image recording conditions have been changed more than once and th e b ased on detecting 

-3- 



Application No. 10/628,471 
the image characteristic value of more than one recorded test imago ia rooordod and 

4. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 2, wherein the 
control section controls the recording section so tha tt o record a plurality of test images are 
simultan e ously rooordod on the image recording medium under a plurality of diff e ring 
different i mage recording conditions, controls the detection section to detect an image 
characteristic value for each of the plurality of test images, and sets th e imag e new image 
recording oonditions. conditions based on ea ^the image characteristic values detected by the 
detection r e sult o f section for each test image recorded under e ach diff e rin g the different image 
recording conditio n conditions , 

5. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 2, v^herein the 
predetermined image is recorded on the image recording medium, based on the image 
recording conditions set by the control section, when the image characteristic value detected 
by the detection result -section is within the allowable range. 

6. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the 
control section controls the recording section so that the predetermined image to be recorded 
on the image recording medium and the test image are simultaneously recorded on the image 
recording medium, and sets image recording conditions for subsequently r ecording the 
predetermined image on the image recording medium, based on the image characteristic value 
detected by the detection resuk -section w hen the d e tection r e sul t detected image characteristic 
value is outside the allowable range. 

7. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 6, wherein the 
control section discharg e s controls the image forming device to discharge t he image recording 
medixmi to a discharging tray for defective media, when the detection r e sult i n image 
characteristic value detected by the detection section is outside the allowable range even after 
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the image recording conditions have been changed more than once and tho b ased on detecting 
image characteristic values of more then one recorded test imago io rooordod and 
doteoted. image. 

8. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 6, wherein the 
control section controls the recording section so that to record a plurality of test images are 
simultan e ously recorded on the image recording medium imder a plurality of diff e ring 
different i mage recording conditions, controls the detection section to detect image 
characteristic values for each of the plurality of test images, and sets the image recording 
condition s , conditions b ased on eaeh -the image characteristic values detected by the detection 
r e sult of section for each test image recorded under e ach diff e ring t he different image 
recording condition x onditions. 

9. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 6, wherein the 
control section controls the image forming device to delete t he test image recorded on the 
image recording medium is d e let e d w hen the image characteristic value detected by the 
detection fesult -section is within the allowable range. 

10. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the 
image recording medixmi is provided wife -with a storage mediimi on which an identification 
code is stored, the image forming device further comprising: 

a read section for reading the identification code stored on the storage 

medium; and 

a history storage section for storing histories of image recording conditions for 
the predetermined image recorded on the image recording medixmi, and histories of the 
d e t e ction r e sults, d etection results of the detection section, w herein the control section stores 
the image recording conditions and the detection results in the history storage section m 
r e lation to together with t he identification codes by the control section. 
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11. (Original) The image forming device of claim 10, wherein the control section 
sets image recording conditions for recording the predetermined image, based on the histories 
stored in the history storage section. 

12. (Currently Amended) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the 
image recording mediimi is provided with a storage medium onto which the control section 
stores image recording conditions for the predetermined image recorded on the image 
recording medium and detection results. r esults of the detection section. 

13. (Original) The image forming device of claim 12, wherein the control section 
sets the image recording conditions for recording the predetermined image based on the 
image recording conditions and the detection results stored in the storage medium. 

14. (Original) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the detection section 
detects display densities of the test image. 

15. (Original) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the image recording 
medium is a rewritable image recording medium onto which an image can be rewritten with 
an optical signal. 

16. (Currently Amended) An image forming method comprising: 

recording a test image for t e sting a r e writabl e imag e r e cording medium on th e 
on a r ewritable image recording mediimi based on predetermined image recording conditions 
for a predetermined image to be recorded on the rewritable image recording medium : 

detecting an image characteristic values v alue o f the test image recorded on the 
image recording mediimi; and 

determining whether the detected image characteristic valu e s aro v alue is 
within an allowable range or not. 

17. (Currently Amended) The image forming method of claim 16, the method 
further comprising recording a predetermined image on the image recording medium, based 
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on the predetermined image recording conditions, when it is determined that the det e ction 
r e sult is image characteristic value detected in the detecting step is w ithin the allowable 
range. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The image forming method of claim 16, further 
comprising: 

changing the predetermined image recording conditions so that the detected 
image characteristic valuefr -value approaches approaoh t he allowable range, when it has b ee n 
is determined that a d e t e ction r e sult is t he image characteristic value detected in the detecting 
step is o utside the allowable range; and 

subsequently r ecording the test image on the image recording mediimi, based 
on the changed image recording conditions. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The image forming method of claim 1 8, wherein the 
steps of: 

changing the image recording conditions; 

recording the test image on the image recording medium, based on the 

changed image recording conditions; 

detecting the image characteristic valu e s value : and 

determining whether the detected image characteristic value is within the 

allowable range, 

are repeated until it is determined that fee -a current image characteristic values 
afe -value detected in the detecting step is w ithin the allowable range. 

20. (Currently Amended) The image forming method of claim 18, wherein the 
steps of: 

changing the image recording conditions; 
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recording the test image on the image recording medium, based on the 

changed image recording conditions; 

detecting the image characteristi c valu e s value : and 

determining whether the detected image characteristic value is within the 

allowable range, 

are repeated until a number of repetitions reaches a predetermined nimiber. 

21. (Currently Amended) The image forming method of claim 16, the method 
further comprising storing at least one of image recording conditions for at least one image 
recorded on the image recording medivim, and the detected image characteristic valu e s value , 
wherein the predetermined image recording conditions are defined based on at least one of the 
stored image recording conditions and tho and i mage characteristi c valu e s value . 

22. (New) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the image forming 
device forms the predetermined image without the test image on the image recording medium 
after the determination section determines the image determination value detected by the 
detection section is within the allowable range. 

23. (New) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the image forming 
device deletes the test image recorded on the image recording medium. 

24. (New) The image forming device of claim 1, wherein the recording section 
records the predetermined image on the image recording medixmi by overwriting the 
predetermined image on the image recording medium on which the test image is recorded. 



